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Lonpon Horses. Pontce Court PRACTICE. 


The last meeting of the Central Society was of 
more than usual moment. Much of the time was 
devoted to a discussion on the question of the con- 
servation of London horses; and here it seems 
certain that some real good has been done. It is 
stated that the existing legal powers, if properly 
administered, are sufficient to effect all that is 

uired ; and the movement is now receiving such 
influential support that there is every hope of a 
good result. The Central Society may fairly be 
congratulated upon the part it has taken in the 
matter. 

Incidentally one very important question was 


alluded to, which it is well to have brought before |- 


the profession. This was the common practice of 
allowing one veterinary surgeon to monopolise the 
cruelty prosecutions of a police court—a bad old 

lan, the ill-effects of which have been known to 
oe hee practitioners for decades past. All old 
London members—and many young ones, could 
cite many examples of its evils ; but it is best dealt 
with as a question of broad principle. From that 
standpoint, there can be no doubt that it is 
objectionable for any one veterinary surgeon to be 
attached to a particular police court. There is one 
objection which, though comparatively a minor 
one, is yet sufficiently serious—that such an in- 
dividual may succeed in gaining the ear of the 
Court to such an extent that it is almost useless to 
attempt to contest his evidence. The main objection 
was summarised by Prof. Wooldridge’s remark that 
“ there was a tendency arising out of the terms of 
the appointment on the part of such an officer to 
support the contentions of the police.” Undoubted- 
ly such a tendency must exist. No veterinary 
surgeon need yield to it ; but, since its existence is 
inevitable, it is obviously equally inevitable that 
some should yield to it more or less. London 
veterinary surgeons, at any rate, know plenty of 
instances of men who have so yielded—in some 
cases to a deplorable extent. The practice may 
facilitate the working of a busy police court; but it 
is detrimental alike to the administration of justice 
and to the credit of the professfon. An alteration 
along such lines as those of the Dublin procedure 
outlined by Prof. Wooldridge would lead to a far 
more equitable working of cruelty prosecutions ; 
but it must be admitted that to bring about any 
alteration will probably be very difficult. Still, if 
the profession were to take up the question in 
earnest it ought not to be impossible to effect a 
change; and no Society could work more power- 
fully towards that end than the Central. 


The whole report of the meeting is a good illus- 
tration of the amount of solid work a veterinary 
society can accomplish—even in these days, and is 
a proof of the wisdom of the decision to keep our 
Societies alive and active throughout the war. 








AN ABNORMALITY IN PARTURITION. 


I was cafled to a case on March 8 that presented 
unusual features. 

Subject: a dairy cow; time up for calving, but 
unable to expel the foetus. She had continued in 
labour about 24 hours before I saw her. 

I found the animal uneasy and straining; in the 
vaginal passage, or just outside about 3 to 4 inches, 
I noticed the bladder of the cow. The owner had 
thought it the water Lladder, and had suggested 
opening it. On exploration, the os uteri felt torn 
and ragged; it could not be opened by the fingers. 
Just below, in the uterus, there was a large hole, 
through which the hand could be passed and the 
foetus felt—it was alive. 

The bladder was pushed back, the case watched, 
and when the straining commenced the attendant 
kept the bladder back until the forefeet showed. 
Ultimately the calf was removed alive; the parts 
washed with soap and water—there had been 
hemorrhage—the cow made to stand high on the 
hind quarters, and a truss put on. 

Se did very well, is feeding, feces and urine 
normal, no pain, has a good appetite, ruminates, 
and is making a recovery. How can we explain 
this ? 

Plymouth, 

March 28. 


P. G. Bonn, M.RB.C.v.s. 





. THe PREVENTION AND TREATMENT OF 
PNEUMONIA ON SHIP-BOARD. 


H. W. Laughlin published an article upon this 
subject in The American Journal of Veterinary 
Medicine for 1917. Of all the diseases to which 
horses ann mules on ship-board are subject, pneu- 
monia and its complications are the most dangerous. 
This is due in some measure to the uncertain course 
of the disease, which is as marked as that seen on 
land, but more to the unfavourable conditions on 
ship-board, such as lack of ventilation and, even 
worse, the rolling of the ship in stormy weather. 
According to the author, this last cause has been 


\the source of more losses in animals attacked with 


pneumonia than any other factor. 
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Prevention of the disease is preferable to treat- 
ment; and the author has proved this in the ex- 
perience of fourteen voyages made conducting 
animals. 

The best preventive methods are, first, frequent 
and careful observations of all the animals, and 
second, immediate separation of those which show 
fever or dulness. Infirm and sickly animals should 
be put in the most spacious and ventilated place 
available, and constantly provided with fresh water. 
In addition to this the author always uses, with 
good results, the serum indicated against this 
disease. 

The disease may generally be detected in its first 
stages, when usually the pulse is full. In such a 
case the author advises immediate bleeding to the 
amount of 4 to 6 litres, and at the same time an 
injection into the jugular vein of a litre and a half 
of physiological serum to which one-eighth of an 
ounce of soluble iodine has been added. Generally 
this injection is repeated at the end of forty-eight 
hours. 

The author does not recommend any other treat- 
ment, such as stimulants and thoraceutesis. 

Treatment, however, is not applicable to cases of 
septic pneumonia, it is more harmful than beneficial. 
Not only do all cases of the latter disease terminate 
fatally, but they usually infect the other animals 
beside them. For this reason, all animals affected 
with septic pneumonia should be slaughtered, and 
the carcases immediately thrown into the sea. 

The author has transported 13,000 mules and 
horses to Egypt, Salonika, England, and Ireland, 
and has only had 38 deaths—that is, 0°29%. During 
his last nine voyages he only lost 12 animals, repre- 
senting 0°12%. Moreover, of the 38 deaths regis- 
tered, 50% were due to other causes distinct from 
pneumonia. 

Seven of these voyages were to Egypt, and lasted 
twenty-four days, which speaks strongly in favour 
of the system of prevention and treatment em- 
ployed.—(Revista de Higiene y Sanidad Pecuarias). 


An EXPERIMENT IN VACCINATION AGAINST 
Swine FEveER. 


W. Pfeiler and R. Standfuss have reported the 
results of an attempt to vaccinate pigs against swine 
fever by means of a sensibilised virus (Zez!schr. fiir 
Immumnitdlof, 1917). Their virus was represented 
by a fine emulsion of the spleen and kidneys of 
animals which had died of the disease. To sensi- 
bilise this virus, they added a large quantity of 
js sm serum to the emulsion. The pigs, however, 

owed themselves so extremely sensitive to the 
sensibilised virus-vaccine that the majority died 
at the end of from seven to twelve days. Only 
one pig survived the injection; and the authors 
were able to prove that this animal had acquired a 
very solid immunity.—( Revista de Higiene y Sanidad 
Pecuarias). 

W. R. C. 


[This research may be the first step towards 
something of value.—T rans. | 





THE CENTRAL VETERINARY SOCIETY. 
{[Nationat V.M.A.—SouTHEern BRancu.]} 


An ordinary general meeting was held on Thursday, 
March 7th, at 7 p.m., at 10 Lion Square, London, 
W.C., the President, Prof. G. H. Wooldridge, occupied 
the chair: and the following Fellows — the attend- 
ance book :—Messrs. J. B. Buxton, W. R. Davis ; Capt. 
J. F. Edwards ; Messrs. R. J. Foreman, A. E. Gostling, 
G. S. Heatley, H. D. Jones, Herbert King, W. 8S. King, 
J. W. McIntosh, H. J. Parkin, W. Perryman, R. A. 
Philp, J. Willett, W. Willis, and Hugh A. MacCormack, 
Hon Sec. Visitors:—Messrs. J. Byrne, F. H. Stainton, 
C. H. P. King, J. McCunn, T. W. Jones, R. W. Down. 

Minutes of previous meetings. The minutes of the 
general meeting held in December last, were taken as 
read, on the motion of Mr. Buxton, seconded by Mr. 
Foreman ; similarly, the minutes of the specia] meeting 


‘held in January last, were also taken as read, on the 


motion of Mr. Davis, seconded by Mr. McIntosh. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The PrEsiDENT: The first correspondence to be dealt 
with arose out of the special meeeting. As then decided 
upon, the Secretary and himself had written to the Hay 
Controller and to the Horse Food Controller, letters 
concerning the food supply to horses, as follows :— 

Copy. 

Capt. Attenborough, 


Hay Controller, 
64 Whitehall, 8.W. 1. 


January, 1918, 


Sir, 
Re The present food supply for London horses. 


At the special meeting, held by the Central Veterinary 
Society on January 3rd, 1918, the following subject was 
brought forward for discussion, viz. : 

“To consider the ill effects upon horses of the pre- 
sent food supply, and to decide what steps can be 
taken to remedy or alleviate them.” 


After prolonged discussion, the following resolution 
was unanimously passed :— 

“That we, Veterinary Surgeons of London, Fellows 
of the Central Veterinary Society, view with concern 
the increasing mortality and depreciation of the horse 
power of the various London studs, due directly to 
the insufficiency and defective quality of food—chiefly 
hay—and while acknowledging the great services 
which the Horse Food Controller has performed b 
arranging supplies in emergencies in conjunction wit 
the Army. Forage Committee, we urgently desire him 
to consider what immediate steps can taken to 
ensure an adequate supply of proper | being sent to 
the Metropolis, and recommend that all such supplies 
be treated as food material for purposes of transport.’ 


‘The consensus of opinion of the meeting was that the 
quantity of food allowed by the Horse Food Controller 
was sufficient for general pur s, and there was no 
complaint as to the quantity of food at the source. The 
chief complaint was in regard to the quality of the hay 
brought to the Metropolis, often inferior in quality in 
the first instance, and further, and most important, the 
deterioration through being delayed on rail—sometimes 
for weeks—and not being covered, thus getting wet and 
becoming monldy. The large firms being in a position 
to do most of their own transport are able to get a suffi- 
ciency of hay to hand quickly. The deterioration from 
delay is thus greatly avoided and their horses do not 
suffer. The small owners who have to buy this very 
inferior hay and cut their own chaff, and particularly 
those who purchase chaff prepared by the hay merchants, 
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including the 20% of straw, are the real sufferers. If 
the hay is good, even coarse, the addition of the straw 
does not matter, but when mouldy, and even rotten, the 
case is completely altered. 

The mortality in horses. of small owners has lately 
been estimated to have gone up more than 50%. There 

been an enormous increase in the incidence of colic. 

e poor condition of the horses, generally of small 

owners, in the Metropolis, has been very noticeable. In 

some cases the animals are so weak that they lie or fall 

down and are unable to get up, even with help, and 
have to be destroyed. 

The situation is becoming very serious, and we humbly 
suggest that steps should be taken whereby a fairly con- 
stant supply of good hay should be obtainable in the 
Metropolis, possibly by adding hay to the food list, in 
order that it may receive priority in transport. By this 
means much of the trouble would be obviated. 

We approach the subject from a National as well as 
from a humanitarian point of view, as we are in daily 
contact with these animals and note the gradual change 
for the worse that is taking place. 

At the meeting in question we were instructed to for- 
ward a copy of the resolution with a short explanatory 
statement to the Hay Controller, and to humbly request 
that he receive a small deputation to explain the situa- 
tion more 4g 

We shall, therefore, be pleased to arrange a small 


deputation to wait npon you if you will kindly grant us |- 


that honour.—We are, Sir, your obedient servants, 


(Signed) G. H. Wootprincez, President. 
Hueu A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


The Hay Controller replied as follows :— 
Copy. 

Subject—Shortage of Hay. 

Ref. No. 14000/Southern/A.M.I. 


The President, Central Vety. Society, 


Dear Sir,—With reference to your letter of the 24th 
inst., addressed to “Capt. Attenborough, Hay Controller,” 
the Head of this Department is General Morgan, who, 
though very busy and travelling for the major portion 
of every week, would, I feel sure, be glad to receive a 
Deputation from such an important Institute. He will 
not, however, be available this week, and I think a little 
delay will in the end enable him to give you a more 
satisfactory reply to the various points you raise, because 
important negotiations will be made in the distribution 
of civilian supplies, not only in the Metropolis, but 
throughout the country. 

Meantime, I may, perhaps, dispose of one point you 
raise by stating that many weeks ago the Railway Ex- 
ecutive Committee were persuaded to place hay on the 


ety food list so far as supply of trucks and rail 


64 Whitehall Court, 
London, S.W. 
28 Jan., 1918. 


acilities are concerned. 

This letter shall be brought to General Morgan’s 
notice on his return, when he will probably write you 
further.— Yours yo toe 

(Signed) W. H. Ducxer, Lt.-Col. 
for A.M.F.C. 


In reply to that communication, Prof. Wooldridge had 
tf the following letter to the Hay Controller :— 
Copy. 
Royal Veterinary College, 
“Shortage of Hay.” Camden Town, N.W. 
Ref. No. 14000/Southern/A.M.I. Feb. 4, 1918. 
Central Veterinary Society. 
Dear Sir,—I beg to thank you for your very courteous 
to the communication of the above Society for- 
to the Hon. Sec. and myself. TI will place it 
before the Society at their next meeting. 








I am very pleased to hear that hay has already been 
laced on the priority food list, and I feel that will go 
ar towards relieving the situation. 

If General Morgan is of opinion that we can help him 

in any way, the suggested deputation will still be 
to wait upon him. [ regret that through any ambiguit 
of mine, former communications failed to reach me. 


Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) Gro. H. Wooipripce. 
To the 


Adminsitrative Member, Fo Committee 
64 Whitehall Court, 8.W. 1. 


ef 


From the foregoing, the President remarked, it would 
appear that the question of giving priority to hay had 
been under consideration before the subject had been 
broached by the Central] Veterinary Society. 

The communication made to the Horse Food Con- 
troller ran as follows :— 


Copy. 
— Selby, Esgq., January, 1918. 
Horse Food Controller, as 
7 Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 
Dear Sir, 


Re The present food supply for London horses. 


[Subject and Resolution as in letter above to 
Capt. Attenborough. } 


We were instructed to forward a copy of the resolution 
to the Horse Food Controller, and to express the hope 
that he may be able to apply his authority to the relief 
of the serious situation. If it is in our power to assist 
in any way, we gladly offer our humble services. 

We are, Sir, your obedient servants, 
(Signed) Gro. H. Wootprinee, President. 
Hues A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 


In reply, the Secretary received the following letter:— 


Copy. Board of Trade 
Department of Horse Supplies snd Transport, 
7 Whitehall Gardens, S.W. 1. 
January 28, 1918. 


Dear Sir,—I am in receipt of the letter signed by 
yourself and Prof. Wooldridge, in reference to the 
shortage in the supplies of horse feed, particularly Hay, 
in the London district, I am obliged for the copy of the 
resolution passed at the recent special meeting of your 
Society on the subject. The matter is receiving my 
constant attention and I hope it will soon be possible 
to make such an arrangement that will put the question 
of supplies on a more satisfactory footing. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed) R. H. one 
Controller of Horse Transport. 
Hugh A. MacCormack, Esq., Hon. Sec. C.V.S. 


The PREsIDENT pointed out that so far the Society 
had done all that it could, and he would ask the meeting 
if there were any other items requiring attention, or any 
suggestion to be made. 

Mr. Jones raised the question of the 20 % straw in 
chaff Order, which, he stated, had been disputed by Mr. 
Irving at the last —- 

The PrEsIDENT said there was some ay. It 
was whether a man cutting chaff for his own horses 
could be said to be manufacturing chaff within the 
terms of the Order. It was not difficult to see that Mr. 
Irving might take a different view of the matter. 

Mr. McIntosH regarded the replies as satisfactory. 
He stated that a few weeks ago he had a visit from a 
Government representative, who enquired as to the con- 
dition of their horses. He believed that the representa- 
tive was making other visits, and it was possible that 
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these visits were a result of the letter which had been 
sent. Perhaps, after the facts had been ascertained, the 
matter would be further considered. At all events a 
Government official had been round to look into the 
effects of the present food supply. 


The Szcrerary announced that he had received a 
letter from Mr. Stroud, regretting his inability to attend. 


The following letter had been received from the 
London Cartage Contractors Horse Owners Associa- 
tion :— 


Copy. 
17 Water Lane, Great Tower St., E.C. 3. 
Geo. H. Wooldridge, Esq., 
R. V. Coll., Camden Town, N.W. 1. 


Dear Sir,—In reply to your letter dated 18th inst., I 
am instructed by my Committee to tender you our most 
sincere thanks for the generous donation you have been 
pe enough to forward us in aid of our Red Cross 

mbulance Fund.—Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) H. A. Jacer, Hon. Sec. 

4th January, 1918. per M. M. 


The PRESIDENT said that Capt. Andrews, who was to 
have read a paper that evening on “Anthrax in the 
Horse,” had telegraphed in the afternoon: “Regret un- 
able to come. Confined to bed. Acute rheumatism.” 

Unfortunately, Capt. Andrews had only prepared 
rough notes of his paper, and had been prevented by his 
illness from putting them into shape for delivery. He 
had received a letter from Capt. Andrews. 

Continuing, Prof. Wooldridge remarked that, if time 
pereaitred, Capt. Edwards would give the meeting the 

nefit of the rough notes of Capt. Andrews’ paper, 
which he (Capt. Edwards) had brought. If no time 
were available, the reading of the paper would have to 
be deferred to some other meeting. 

Prof. WooLpRIDGE next dealt with the letter from 
Mr. Jager, felating to the sum of £5 5s., which the 
Society had recommended to the Council shonld be con- 
tributed to the Red Cross Ambulance Fund. On coming 
before the Council, it appeared that there had been a 
misunderstanding of the preliminary invitation to sub- 
scribe; the ambulance was not for hor-es, but for 
wounded soldiers. Some doubt as to the propriety of 
making this donation arose, but the Council gener- 
ally considered that had the preliminary invitation been 
correctly understood in the first place, the grant would 
still have been made. Consequently the donation was 
made, through the Horse Owners Association, to the 
Red Gross Ambulance Fund, and he would ask for the 
approval of the meeting. 


Tue Vicrorta VETERINARY BENEVOLENT Funp. 


The PRESIDENT observed that at the last meeting of 
the Victoria Veterinary Benevolent Fund the constitu- 
tion of the Council had been changed, and a new set of 
Rules drafted. cae to pressure of business, these 
Rules had not been fully discussed, but were adopted. 
A feature of the new constitution was the admission of 
representatives from Societies making annual subscrip- 
tions. The Secretary and Treasurer of the Fund had 
written accordingly to the Central Veterinary Society, 
but the donation made, although fairly regular, did not 
entitle the Society to representation as annual sub- 
scribers. “He believed that most members of the Society 
were also members of the Fund. It was open to the 
Society to convert their donation into an annual sub- 
scription, a course which would aid the Fuud in arriving 
at their annual income. The minimum subscription 
éntitling to membership of the Fund was 10/6, and the 


granted a donation of 5 or 10 guineas. It was| be freed 


for the meeting to say if the suggested modification 
should be made, and, if so, to nominate a representative 








The letter addressed to the Society was in these terms:— 


Copy. 10 Red Lion Square, W.C. 1. 
23rd Feb., 1918. 


Dear Sir,—I beg to inform you that in accordance 
with Revised Bye-laws adopted at the meeting of 
Council in January last (see Veterinary News of Feb. 2) 
the constitution of the Council has been revised, and« 
after adoption of the Bye-laws at the next Annual’ 
General Meeting in June, the Council will include 
members representative of the Veterinary Societies sub- 
scribing to the Fund. Your Society has been 
enough in the past to make occasional contributions to 
the Fund, and if it should decide to continue its valu- 
able assistance by making an annual subscription, it 
will, as a matter of course, be entitled to representation 
on the Council. I should be glad, therefore, if you will 
kindly bring the matter before the Society at the first 
opportunity, and inform me in due course whether it 
will be able to make an annual subscription, and if so, 
to let me know the name of the member nominated to 
serve on the Council.—Yours faithfully, 

(Signed) Frep BuLwook, Secretary. 

H. A. MacCormack, Esq., Hon. Sec. 


Mr. Wiuuett, feeling that the Society should be 
represented on the Fund, Rrepoent that aa annual sub- 
scription be made by the Central Veterinary Society to 
the Victoria Benevolent Fund, the Society thereby 
becoming members of the Fund. Mr. Jones seconded 
the proposal. 

Discussion followed as to fixing the amount, Prof. 
Wooldridge contending that it was undesirable to fix the 
amount, which it might be necessary to vary in accord- 
ance with circumstances. 

Mr. WILteETT did not wish to press the point. 

The oe was put to the meeting, and carried 
unanimnosly. 

Upon the President requesting the meeting to nom- 
inate a representative, Mr. Willett asked if the Council 
of the Fund were to be rearranged. Prof. Wooldridge 
explained that, in all probability the present members 
of the Council would remain, and would be supple- 
mented by representatives from local societies. 

Mr. WituEtt wished to understand clearly; oth>2r- 
wise a member of the Central Veterinary Society who 
might also be a member of Council of the Fund might 
— to be a member of that Council under the new 
rules. 

The PrestDENT said that if, at the next meeting, that 
were found to be so, the matter could be reconsidered. 
For the present a member might be nominated who was 
not a member of Council of the Fund. 

Mr. WILuLeTr then pro , and Mr. Perryman 
seconded, that Mr. McIntosh be nominated to represent 
- | Naat on the Council of thé Victoria Benevolent 

und, 

This proposal was put to the meeting, and carried 
umabaaear, Mr. MeIntosh consenting ~ act. 


NATIONAL VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The PRESIDENT pointed to the rule entitling the 
Central Veterinary Society to be represented by one 
member for every twenty-five ss t of twenty-five) 
members of the C.V.S. Accordingly, in strictness, the 
Society, having 64 or 66 members, was only entitled to 
represented by three members of Council of the National. 
At the last election the Society was, in fact, entitled to 
six members ; not that the membership of the C.V.S. 
had since diminished, but, in consequence of the present 
rule of the Society that members serving abroad should 
from payment of subscription, subscribing 
members were fewer. He thonght, however, that the 
Society might still regard itself as entitled to the same 
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representation ; at all events he thought the meeting 
might meanwhile assume that to be so. As an ex-officio 
member of the Council of the National, he would regard 
it as his duty to support that assumption, should the 
National Veterinary Medical Association bring the point 
up. The existing representatives for the C.V.S. were 

essrs. J. W. McIntosh, R. J. Foreman, S. H. Slocock, 
W. R. Davis, J. Willett, and Prof. Macqueen. As Prof. 
Macqueen had resigned the Central Veterinary Society, 
only five of these members of the National, and, on the 
assumption that these five members would be continued 
in their office, it remained for the meeting to elect a 
sixth re ntative. 

The Secretary then proposed the re-election of the 
of the existing members, and, in addition, suject to his 
commas Mr. J. B, Buxton. This was seconded by Mr, 

. King. 

The PresipEnT then put the proposal to the meeting : 
That the before-mentioned gentlemen be re-elected as 
members on the Council of the N.V.M.A., the name of 
Mr. J. B. Buxton be substituted for that of Professor 
Macqueen. The proposal was carried unanimously. 
Nomination of Fellow. The PrestpENnt nominated for 
election Mr. F. H. Stainton. This matter would come 
forward at the next meeting. 


Morsip SPECIMEN. 


Mr. PERRYMAN produced the skeleton of a horse taken 
from an uterus. It was, he believed, complete, and was 
interesting as an illustration of what nature could do 
’ without actually destroying life. The bones were con- 
tained within the uterus with a few fragments of skin 
and the hoofs. The uterus had been removed intact, 
and brought to London for Mr. Perryman’s inspection. 
It was a fact of peculiar interest that the whole of the 
foetus had been absorbed except the portions mentioned. 
From the size of the bones and their tolerable hardness, 
the period of gestation must have been well advanced. 
He believed that if set up, the skeleton would be found 
to be practically complete. He had found the uterus 
thickened, and it contained grumous matter. Such 
cases were rare. In answer to Mr. Davis, the speaker 
stated that there was no discharge, and no evidence that 
anything was wrong with the mare, except that the 
animal was very poor. 

The PRESIDENT remarked that it would be a graceful 
thing if Mr. Perryman had the bones articulated. 

Mr. WILLETT said it would be interesting to know 
when the absorption occurred. The bones being appar- 
ently matured, the foetus must have been in the uterus 


or 

Mr. Davis stated that he had frequently observed 
cases in cows which went over their time and did not 
calve, but subsequently the cow at intervals kept - 
ing foetal bones. There seemed to be little general dis- 
turbance, and the animal usually fatted well. 

Mr. PERRYMAN considered the fcetus to have been 
present for the best part of a year. 


SuacEstep MeMoRIAL TO HomE SECRETARY re THE 
UNSATISFACTORY CONDITION OF HORSES. 


THE PRESIDENT sae | recapitulated the circum- 
stances. One aspect had, he said been already con- 
sidered, and the matter had been admirably set forth by 
Mr. Jones at the special meeting. The principal cause 
of the unsatisfactory condition of working horses— 
bad food, had been attacked ; there were other causes 
scarcely less important, but power and time did not exist 
for ing with them. Other bodies, lay bodies amon 

them, had observed the deterioration of horseflesh, an 

had interested themselves in improving the unsatis- 
factory conditions. Mr. Leslie Scott, K.C., M.P., had 
taken a leading part in the matter, and had invited the 
co-operation of the Central Veterinary Society, not ap- 





parently aware that the Society were meving in the 
matter. Mr. Leslie Scott had approached Mr. nton 
on the question, and it had since been pointed out to 
Mr. en oe _ we had already taken — 
steps. Mr. Léslie Scott being a persona grata wi e 
fio Secretary, the matter would be forward 
quickly. A draft of amemorandum had been drawn u 
and submitted to the oe, and he had sugges 
——. en, ther eee SS a 
oubtful points, and it was consequently sugges 
Mr. Leslie Scott, through Mr. Stainton, that it would be 
better to delay matters a little, so as to render the co- 
operation of the Society more serviceable. He was sure 
that no one present at the aay would do other than 
his best toimprove the present lot of horses. There 
were, unquestionably, difficulties, and every effort should 
be — to ere c~* The draft memorandum 
(which he pro to was in certain respects a 
little unsatisfactory. He also intended to read a letter 
from Mr. Leslie Scott to Mr. Stainton. These documents 
would furnish an adequate basis for discussion. 


(Draft). 
To the Right Honourable the Home Secretary. 


We, the undersigned members of the Veterinary Pro- 
fession, beg to draw your attention to the deplorable 
condition of the horses now working in the streets of 
London—a condition which we know is as bad, if not 
worse, in the provinces. 

. During the last two years the deterioration of the 
Nation’s horse-power has been progressive, and it has 
now culminated in a degree of incapacity for work, and 
resultant mortality which is both a public scandal and 
a serious aggravation of the national difficulties in re- 
gard to transport. The more important factors are the 
ollowing :— 

1. - ~ gana horses having been taken for Army 

work. 


2. on Sonics quantity and inferior quality of 


3. Longer hours of work and overloading : i.e., more 
is demanded of the animal in respect of weight 
of load, or hours of work, or pace than its con- 
dition, nourishment, size, or age, warrants. 

4. Unskilful and careless driving—particularly due 
to the number of boy drivers, who are utterly in- 
experienced and frequently cruel. 

5. The practice of selling animals no longer 
reasonably capable of work, which can be bought 
for a few pounds and are worked till they drop. 


In view of the shortage of petrol, it is a matter of 
national moment that our horse-power should be hus- 
banded as carefully as possible. Under existing con- 
ditions it is being recklessly wasted. The only way to 
keep a horse fit for work is to feed it adequately, tend it 
wal drive it carefully, and not ask of it work beyond 
its powers. A large majority of the horses in London 
are to-day being overworked. 

The remedies we suggest are :— 


1. A general warning should be issued to owners and 
drivers of horses drawing attention to the underfeeding, 
overloading and overworking and overdriving of horses, 
and the bad condition of the horses arising therefrom. 
resulting in the actua! loss of their working power, an 
often necessitating slaughter. 

It should also be intimated that more rigorous inspec- 
tion would be instituted, to be followed by tion 
in proved cases of active or passive cruelty. 
aay are already prescribed by the Cruelty to Animals 

ct. 

2. Powers should be obtained for inspeeting stables, 
stocks, books, etc., with a view to ascertaining from any 
evidence available whether the animals in fact receive 
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proper rations of food. In this respect it should be also 
that owners of horses are not entirely to blame. 
There is often very great difficulty and sometimes it is 
uite cagense to obtain supplies of such essential 
oods as hay, while the latter, when obtained, is often 
and mouldy and quite unfit for food, and has 
to be used since none other is at the time procurable. 
Deficient Sencgert of hay is mainly responsible for this. 
We recognise that difficulties of evidence will exist, but 
the power of entry, and action thereon will be of value. 
3. Nohorse should be allowed to be sold which is 
obviously past work. 
If practicable, it would be a great advantage that all 
drivers should be licensed, and wear their number badge. 
In our opinion it is a matter of urgency in connection 
with the war that the present wastage of our horse-power 
should cease : but we also desire as veterinary surgeons 
to emphasize the humanitarian side of this question, 
and te ask that everything possible should be done to 
prevent the cruelty and wastage which now exist. 


Criticising the items as he proceeded, Prof.Wooldridge 
regarded No. 1 as satisfactory. No. 2 required modifica- 
tion on account of its importance, and was the item 
which presented the greatest difficulty ; it would provide 

wer of entry, inspection of papers, and methods of 
feeding, and soon. (It was pointed out that the police 
had now power to inspect papers and ascertain what 
amount of fodder horses were receiving, but not power 
to inspect food or fodder.) 

Mr. MoIntosH said that while fully appreciating the 

spirit behind the suggestions put forward for con- 
sideration that evening ; as a matter of Parliamentary 
procedure he thought they were quite impossible. He 
gave way to no one in a genuine desire to “pee cruelty, 
and he was willing to assist any reasonable proposal in 
that direction ; at the same time we must be careful not 
to allow our 5 to out-balance our judgment. 
So long as the horse played the important part he does in 
the transport work of our large cities, so long must 
reasonable minds and reasonable methods be applied to 
his working. He was in agreement with the first part of 
memorandum, which he thought was fully covered 
in the resolution passed at our last meeting. Clause 2, 
however, was much too overs, and as a matter of 
practical procedure, untenable. Even allowing it to be 
entertained for a moment as a basis for discussion, he 
would like to know to whom it was proposed to entrust 
these important duties? We are already familiar with 
the manner in which many of these inspections are car- 
ried out, and if the principles adopted in the past are 
to form an index to the methods for the future, he, for 
one, would be sorry to subscribe his support. 

A further suggestion was the destruction of all horses 
obviously unfit for work. Here, again, he would ask : 
Who is to decide? He thought it the concern of the 
veterinary profession to see that the competency of the 
control was in keeping with the importance of the 


For work of this kind we want men who are above 
icion—men recognised by the profession as capable 

and fairminded, men who will not be influenced from 
the straight course because of party desire or otherwise. 
After 25 years experience as a veterinary surgeon, a 
considerable = which has ann yy to the 
supervision of a stud engaged entirely in the transport 
work of London, he was satisfied that too pe 
wers in the hands of the authorities was extremely 
and unless the methods of control are altered 


. a ag eapel and even extortion, might easily follow. 


ile he appreciated — the principle of the 
memorandum, he warned the Fellows to pause, and con- 
sider carefully its far-reaching possibilities before 
lending support. 





In reply to a question from the President, Mr. 
McIntosh observed that he had not had ‘full oppor- 
tunity to consider the memorandum in detail, as Mr. 
Stainton had not supplied a copy, as promised. He did 
not think that any fresh le, tion was required or 
desirable. The present “Act” was <sufficiently wide in 
its scope to deal with all cases of cruelty from whatever 
cause arising, be it overloading or underfeeding. He 
was not a believer in too much of the “iron hand.” He 
thought much more good would result if the profession 
were to urge their clients to maintain a higher standard 
of fitness in their horse power, and to assist them by 
advice and otherwise, in avoiding all acts of cruelty. 

In further reply to the President’s contention, that 
the memo. might serve as a basis of discussion Mr. 
McIntosh remarked that the existing powers were quite 
adequate. What was wrong was the methods of ad- 
ministration. Take for instance the question of over- 
loading. Evidence was frequently given in the Courts 
(and accepted by persons, who were as ignorant of the 
animal’s capabilites as a boy driver. Given two animals 
of equal size and weight and similar work to do, the one 
can do his task with comparative ease; the other only 
with the greatest apparent difficulty. Weight and size is 
not always an indication of power, in fact, it is very 
often the reverse. What does count is the “standard of 
fitness.” And this is the “standard” which ought to 
apply to the Inspector who gives evidence. 

he PRESIDENT then reai Mr. Leslie Scotts letter :— 


Dear Mr. Stainton, 

I am sorry to say that I cannot avail {myself of the 
kind invitation of your Association to attend their 
meeting-to-night, when you are to discuss this very im- 
portant question of the present question of the present 
condition of our draft horses. Rabnes as I cannot be 

resent, you will let me put one or two points before you 
or submission to the meeting :— 

1. I have taken the subject up because I am so con- 
cerned with the present condition of affairs that I 
think action is imperative. Not only is there much 
cruelty to the horses, but the Nation’s stock of draft 
horses is getting used up at an alarming rate. There 
is little prospect of the war ending for at least two 
years, and if the draft horses of the country engaged 
in town work are worked to the extent they are 
on the food that they are now getting, long before 
the two years have elapsed our stock will be so used 
up as to very seriously aggravate our transport 
difficulties. 1 therefore regard it as essentially a 
national matter to take such steps as will husband 
our horse resources and make them last as long as 
possible. 

I know how your profession are putting out every 

effort to amelicrate the position, but I cannot help 

thinking that the Veterinary Surgeons of the country 
might be substantially helped in their efforts if 
certain measures were taken. 

I propose jointly with a few other members of Par- 

liament to discuss the whole question one day next 

week with the Home Secretary, and to put before 
him the considered views at which you arrive this 
evening. 

4, One does not want to make new regulations or to 
create new officials if it can possibly be avoided. 
In my opinion the police ought to be able to do all 
that 1s necessary in the way of inspection and con- 
trol ; but what seems to me Sapeeeiee is that they 
should receive peremptory orders that it is their 
duty to stop every horse which they see unfit for 
the work it is being asked todo. Sometimes the 
load is too heavy ; sometimes the condition of the 
horse is bad ; sometimes the horse has been worked 
so many hours continuously that it is tired out. 
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Frequently, and this is especially so with boy 
drivers, the pace at which a horse is driven is un- 
necessarily rapid. If the police were told that it 
was their duty to stop horses and to summon the 
drivers under such circumstances—and the owners 
also where they can be held responsible—I think 
that your profession would find their task very 
much lighter. 

I should, personally, have liked to see some power 
of inspecting stables for the purpose of ascertaining 
what rations the horses are in fact receiving, but 
this is, I appreciate, a difficult problem, and I can 
only express the hope that you may find some way 
of dealing with it. 

6. cay wy wl you can see your way to drawing attention 
to the bad condition in which much of the fodder 
reaches the horses. This undoubtedly is due largely 
to hay being detained in transit and expo to 
weather. 

In conclusion I would say, if there is any way in which 

I can be of assistance I am at your service.—Yours truly, 
LesLieé Scort, K.c., M.P. 


From this letter, Prof. Wooldridge said, it would be 
seen that the idea in mind was the amelioration of the 
present conditions for horses, and their conservation for 
transport. Any suggestions the meeting desired to make 
would be transmitted to Mr. Leslie Scott. 

Mr.SrainTon, at the call of the President, admitted 
that the original draft might not be quite adequate or 
practicable. On the other hand Mr. Leslie Scott merely 
‘needed corroboration of his views from the C.V.S. ; the 
main point was that the state of the horses needed im- 
provement. If the meansof reaching this improvement 
could be suggested, so much the better. r. Leslie 
Scott would not approach the Home Secretary without 
adequate grounds, but the speaker thought the Society 
were sufficiently concerned to lend their support. Time 
was getting short, and if the C.V.S. could analy as- 
sure Mr. Leslie Scott of their support, the latter would 
be enabled at once to see Sir George Cave and set the 
ball rolling. 

Mr. McInTosH considered that the resolution at the 
last meeting conveyed the necessary support, in relation 
both to working and feeding horses. 

Mr. Davis regarded the food as the crux of the whole 
matter. Provide oats for the horses and much of their 
incapacity would be removed. But where to obtain oats ? 
The oats or maize were not to be bought ; and in that 
case it was useless to talk of feeding horses better. If 
Mr. Leslie Scott could induce the Home Secretary to re- 
lease sufficient oats, no doubt the condition of the 
animals could be improved. Questions of working lame 
horses, and other cruelties towards them were matters 
for the police ; but, unfortunately, witnesses frequently 
gave evidence in Courts more to secure convictions than 
to prevent cruelties. 

Mr. PERRYMAN considered that the results of the last 
meeting furnished evidence of agreement, but Mr. Leslie 
Scott was not apparently aware that the C.V.S. had 
dealt so strongly with the question. He concurred with 
Mr. McIntosh as to the powers of intervention belonging 
to the police—if they would use them. He could stop 
enough animals in a day to fill the courts fora week. In 
the case of poor horses, it would be for the owner to 
prove proper feeding, which he could do by his books 
and invoices. Again, there was plenty of evidence to 
show whether a aoe of overworking was just or not. 
He felt strongly that a rule should made that no 
“heavy” horses should be, as now, trotted or galloped 
from one end of London to another ; that would con- 
serve horse-power. With regard to feeding, as Mr. Davis 
has said, oats could not be got. Hay fodders were 
frequen eae, and he had, the day before, seen 
some of the filthiest stuff, that was going to be cut u 
for chaff. The large horse-owners would, he was confi- 


dent, willingly give their animals more food if procur- 
able, and would not fear inspection. In many cases, how- 
ever, he thought the small owner should be protected. 
since he was much at the mercy of the corn chandler, 
The speaker narrated the case of an owner who had lost 
six or seven horses since Christmas last, and investiga- 
tion elicited the fact that the animals had been fed on 
a mixture, re pene to be of corn and chaff. He con- 
sidered that the corn merchant should be compelled to 
state the composition of mixtures he sold. It was de- 
scribed as a horse corn mixture. Such a term could be 
applied if it only contained 7lb. of corn to the ewt. It 
was charged at 16s.a cwt, As chaff could be bought at 
9s. there should be 7s. value in corn. Buta sample taken 
frequently showed very little corn. If the cob hai been 
given two or three cwt.a week, the weight would have 
been adequate, but not the mixture value. It was such 
cases to which the Home Secretary’s attention should 
be called. (Mr. Perryman submitted a sample of the 
mixture to the meeting). He thought that the two 
points he raised called for attention, and, if remedied, 
would help much to remove the present troubles. 

Mr. WILLETT agreed with the last speaker’s suggestion 
in regard to the trotting of horses. In some cases owners 
were fined because the people who had hired their horses 
had overloaded them. There were cases too in which 
horses had stopped going up an incline with a moderate 
load, slightly slippery perhaps after a shower ; the horse 
slipped about, broke into a perspiration and jibbed. 
These cases were cften definitely stated as overloading 
-cases, but had the weather been more favourable the 
horse would have done the work without mishap. He 
could recall cases in which owners were summoned be- 
cause a horse had broken out in a perspiration due to 
shock, excitement, or slipping, or had fallen over in 
starting. These were serious matters for the owners of 
horses, who knew nothing of the circumstances until 
the police informed him. He thought these points 
should be considered in any recommendations. With 
regard to cases of underfeeding where prosecutions might 
follow, he felt that the work of inspection should be en- 
trusted to a board of three experts, and not to any one 
individual. Inspection by three experts would give the 
magistrate something definite upon which he might act. 
The speaker contended that the veterinary surgeon for 
the defence had little influence with the court in such 
cases. Such a course would obviate much dissatisfac- 
_ on the part of members of the profession attending 
studs. 

Mr. Jones also felt that the C.V.S. was in agreement 
with Mr. Stainton. An inspection of stables was carried 
on, certainly, but the object was to see that the horses 
were not given too much corn, and not to investigate 
underfeeding. If cereals in excess of the rations were 
given one was liable to a prosecution. He agreed with 

r. McIntosh’s remarks—if the proposed remedies were 
applied they would meet with F< ane from horse- 
owners. As to licensing drivers, there was such a short- 
age of the latter that if it became necessary for them to 
be licensed half the horses would never be taken out. 
He considered the Fy rye unworkable, on several 

rounds, in the middle of war time. As to the sale of 
orses “obviously past work,” referred to by Mr. 
McIntosh, he would ask the meaning of the phrase; 
and, further, who was to decide when a horse was ob- 
viously past work? With regard to inspection, if, in 
accordance with Mr. McIntosh’s suggestion, it were con- 
ducted by a veterinary surgeon who knew his business, 
he was in agreement ; but if by a layman, he was not. 
He believed that most of the big firms had issued warn- 
ings against overdriving. His firm had informed cus- 
tomers of the shortage of forage, and that the fodder 
was of inferior quality ; also that they had cut down the 


mileage. 
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The PresipEent observed that Mr. Byrne, Mr. Leslie 
Scott’s private secretary, who was present, had notified 
to the speaker that he did not think there was any idea 
of fresh legislation or of securing further powers. What 
Mr. Scott desired was additional vigour for the enforce- 
ment of the existing law, and Prof. Wooldrid believed 
the meeting were on that point. He thought 
that general practitioners in the metropolis would be 
on to assist in improving the method of carrying out 
the law as it stood. He agreed in thinking it pernicious 
that a een surgeon should be attached to a par- 
ticular court. There was a tendency arising out of the 
terms of appointment, on the part of such an officer to 
support the contentions of the police. On the question 
of remedy, he might refer to his experience in Dublin of 
a method with regard to which he had some say. Instead 
of taking a horse, when stopped, to the police station 
and calling in a veterinary surgeon attached to the court, 
the police were instructed to call in the veterinary sur- 
geon who lived nearest to the place where the horse was 
stopped. Again, the veterinary surgeons of Dublin 

d, in order to prevent cruelty and to ameliorate 

e bad condition of horses, to give their first opinion in 
such cases free of charge. The surgeon called in was 
independent ; he might never again be asked by the 
the police to adjudicate ; in the majority of cases he 
would be unknown to the owner, and his opinion would 
be unbiassed. If the veterinary surgeon said that the 
horse was unfit and the owner was culpable, a prosecu- 
tion would take place ; if he said the horse was capable 
of working, it would be allowed to go on. If, however, 
the veterinary surgeon stated that the horse was unfit 
from accidental causes, the horse would be stopped, but 
no prosecution would take place. If adopted in London, 
the practice might avoid the liability of the veterinary 
surgeon attached to the court to regard himself in the 
light of a counsel tor the prosecution. The method ap- 

more workable than a board of three experts, 
who could ill be spared for inspection at the present 
juncture. 

Two other factors contributed to the present condition 
of horses. One was, not feeding them to the permissible 
standard—Mr. Jones had dealt with this in his paper. 
It appears that some take advantage of the order limit- 
ing the amount of food to save themselves expense. Mr. 
McIntosh had said that he had no sympathy with such 
cases. There were instances, however, which were in- 
voluntary on the owner’s part, as in the case of the 
material submitted by Mr. Perryman. A horse fed on 
that substance could not work ; there was no corn in it. 
There was only one remedy, namely, that there should 
be inspection of all stuff sent out for horse food—of 
dealer's stocks, just as there was inspection of food for 
human consumption. The Society was convinced that 
much of the existing trouble was caused by improper 
food, and the provision suggested was one way of effect- 
ing a check upon this. To Mr. Perryman’s suggestion— 
that dealers should state the composition of their mix- 
tures, he would add penalties for any failure of the food 
to come up to representation. 

Prof. Wooldridge realised, with Mr. Jones, the diffi- 
culties of licensing drivers. Many that are employed 
to-day would be unequal to passing even a moderate 
test. Capable interim drivers, ordinarily engaged on 
other work, would not be available under a licensing 
system. 

In conclusion, he would like to suggest that a short 
digest of Mr. Jones’ paper, together with the discussion 
at the last meeting, be submitted to Mr. Leslie Scott, to 
which should be added the suggestions made at the 
meeting that night—one, the inspection of stocks and 
the detention of mixtures ; and the other, the imprac- 


ticability of licensing drivers. Further, the suggestion 
of a better selection of veterinary inspectors, in cases in 








which prosecutions were about to be instituted, might 
be included. : 

Mr. Davis referred to the practice among carters 
coming to London of selling the contents of the nose- 

. If some means of catching the men who tempted 
drivers to sell could be devised it would be an advantage. 
Mr. Davis narrated the circumstances attending the case 
of a mare which was down and could not get up; the 
animal was very thin (although the other horses on the 
farm were in good condition), having been victimised by 
the driver in the way referred to. The practice was 
quite common and was well known to exist. 

The SECRETARY proposed a hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. Leslie Scott for the interest he had taken in the 
horses of London, adding that the Society would be 
pleased ‘to come forward in support of any measures to 
ameliorate the condition of horses in London. 

Mr. W1LLETT seconded the proposal, which on being 
put to the meeting was carried unanimously. 

Mr. McIntosu pro , and Mr. JonEs seconded, 
that Mr. Leslie Scott be informed that, in the opinion of 
the Society the powers now existing were adequate if 
properly carried out. . 

Considerable discussion ensued, with the result that 
the resolution proposed by Mr. McIntosh and seconded 
by Mr. Jones took the following form :— 

“That a short digest of Mr. Jones’ paper, drawing 
attention to the special points which have been em- 
phasised to-night, be forwarded to Mr. Leslie Scott, to- 
gether with the expression of opinion that sufficient 
powers are already in existence if they were properly ad- 
ministered, and suggesting to him that his idea of 
licensing drivers is impracticable.” 

Mr. McInTosu stated that he had no objection toa 
reference to inspection of food being added, if such in- 
spection could be reasonably adopted and carefully 
controlled. 

The resolution was then put to the meeting and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Jongs proposed a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. 
Perryman for submitting his morbid specimen. Mr. 
King seconded, and was supported by the ——- 
who also supported the suggestion that the bones sho 
be set up. 

Mr. — said that he was certain Mr. Leslie Scott 
would be extremely sorry that he had not the opportunity 
to attend the meeting and listen to the exceedingly 
interesting discussion—perhaps have been privileged to 
assist init. He desired on Mr. Leslie Scott’s behalf to 
thank all the Fellows present for the handsome vote of 
thanks which had been passed. He would like, further 
to express his personal gratitude to the Chairman an 
Fellows for permitting him to be present. 

The meeting then terminated. 

Hues A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec. 








Communal Pig-feeding. 

Pro for communal piggeries and the collection 
of household refuse for the feeding of pigs were dis- 
cussed at a conference of members of |} authorities 
within the Western Live Stock Area of Scotland, held 
on March 25th in the Windsor Hotel, Glasgow. Mr. 
A. P. M‘Dougall, Live Stock Commissioner, presided. 

The Chairman said it would be criminal neglect for us 
not to realise that we were now entering upon a stage of 
the war which compelled us to take advantage of any 
method whereby our food supplies could be conserved 
and increased, and our resources utilised to the utmost 
advantage. In our cities and villages we were carti' 
each day to our waste heaps or burning thousands 
tons of valuable pig food. Unless a different method 
could be arrived at for feeding the pig, then almost at 
any moment his death knell might be sounded. The 
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shortage of cattle feeding stuffs and millers’ by-products 
was so serious that there was little doubt we would have 
next to nothing to spare for pigs. If each citizen 
realised his or her responsibility, then that most valuable 
animal might be saved. He was glad to be able to in- 
form them that the Local Government Board of Scot- 
land had : . to assist in every possible way to over- 
come any difficulties in regard to piggeries which might 
arise through local by-laws. 

Councillor Allan, Glasgow, said the C »rporation Sub- 
Committee had considered the question of refuse re- 
ceptacles, and found that the cost would be absolutely 
prohibitive. The Cleansing Committee had decided to 
take a district in the west and one in the east, and 
—- one in the south of the city, and invite house- 

Iders voluntarily to gather refuse, which might be 
collected by the committee by motor vehicle or in some 
other way. 

Mr. Young, Skerrington Mains, Hurlford, referring to 
apprehensions regarding swine fever, said that the in- 
oculation of pigs had proved a great success. 

Lord Rhondda had agreed to issue priority certificates 
for pigs as well as for dairy cows. To increase the stock 
of thirds the Department would not look with favour 
on any proposal to reduce the amount of flour produced 
from the wheat. He was afraid the reverse would be 
the case. The supply of young pigs could quickly be 
ne when it was seen there was a demand for 

em. 

A resolution was adopted approving of proposals to 
foster pig-breeding by means of municipal and commu- 
nal piggeries, and recommending that all municipal and 
local authorities should immediately consider ways and 
means of doing so without in any way interfering with 
present pig breeders, and that all reasonable steps be 
taken to collect waste and household refuse. The 
resolution further recommended that an Order should 
be issued by the Food Controller making such collection 
compulsory, and giving powers to all rating authorities 
to borrow funds for all purposes relating to the question. 
North British Agriculturist. 





Joint-ill. 


At the forty-first annual general meeting of the mem- 
bers of the Clydesdale Horse Society held on Wednesday 
evening, March 6th, in the hall of the Religious Institu- 
tion Rooms, 200 Buchanan Street, Glasgow, Mr. James 
Kirkpatrick, Craigie Mains, Kilmarnock, vice-president, 
in the chair, Mr. George A. Ferguson moved the adop- 
tion of the following report dated 5th March :— 

“The Committee have to report that they have held 
five meetings during the year. The work during season 
1$17 was designed to proceed along two main lines :— 

1) An enquiry into the conditions under which it is and 
nm occurring in the past. Snb-committees of 
breeders and veterinary surgeons were appointed at 
Aberdeen, Glasgow, and Edinburgh, under the cenvener- 
ship of Mr. William Brown, Prof. R. McCall (whose 
was taken by Mr. T. B. Hamilton. m.R.c.v.s.), and 
incipal O. Charnock Bradley respectively. The 
results under this head of ‘inquiry have, however, not 
been sufficient to warrant the forming of any general 


 » conclusions. 


The second line of investigation has yielded much 
better results. The committee were fortunate, through 
the good offices of Prof. McCall, before he was called 
away, in enlisting the services of Dr. R. M. Buchanan, 
his assistant, Dr. Jope, and Mr. T. B. Hamilton, M.R.0.v.8.; 
and Mr. Hamilton and Dr. Jope, under Dr. Buchanan’s 

vision and advice, have heen able to secure some 
ite and distinct results. Ata meeting of the Scien- 
tific Sub-committee held on Monday, 4th March, an in- 
teresting account of this laboratory work was submitted, 


and Profs. Muir, Dewar, and McCall, who were present, 
all expressed gratification with the results so far. 

The committee have resolved to adopt the recommend- 
ation of the Scientific Sub-committee and proceed on 
the assumption that the conclusions based on the work 
of 1917 are well-founded. These conclusions will be 
tested experimentally, and this will entail the purchase 
of acertain number of foals, free from the disease of 
joint-ill, but otherwise so affected as not likely to possess 
much if any commercial value. It will be necessary to 
have closer and more general co-operation between local 
practitioners and breeders on the one hand, and ‘the 
committee on the other than obtained during the season 
of 1917. To this epd efforts should be made to explain 
to breeders the hopefulness of the lines of inquiry which 
have been followed. A history of selected cases from 
those which were dealt with during 1917 will be pre- 
pared under the supervision of Dr. Buchanan and Dr. 
Jope, and Mr. Hamilton, and this history will be pub- 
lished, while copies will be furnished to the Board of 
Agriculture for Scotland and this Society. 

The Board of Agriculture have intimated to the com- 
mittee that the Society of Breeders of Border Leicester 
Sheep has expressed a desire to be associated in this 
inquiry, and has voted £50 towards the cost. A similar 
sum has been granted by the Board of Agriculture. At 
their "meeting on Tuesday, 5th March, the committee 
resolved. after consultation with those best qualified to 
advise in the matter, that the proposal wonld require 
further consideration than can be given it at this stage. 

This report was agreed to.—Scottish Farmer. 





Proposed exemption of Veterinary Students. 


Ata meeting of the directors of the Highland and 
Agricultural ‘Society of Scotland held on Wednesday, 
6th ult., in the society’s chambers, 3 George IV. Bridge, 
Edinburgh, Mr. C. M. Douglas, o.B., p.sc., in the chair, 
a letter was read from the secretary of the Royal College 
of Veterinary Surgeons, suggesting that the Society 
should use its influence to have students exempted from 
military service in order that the supply of qualified 
men should be adequate after the war. There wasa 
serious danger of a shortage if things went on as they 
were doing. 

After some remarks by the Chairman and Sir Hugh 
Shaw Stewart, the letter was submitted the the Science 
Committee. 





ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE 
Extracts from London Gazette, 

War Orrice, Warrenatt, Mar. 28. 

Reeutar Forces. Army VETERINARY CoRPs. 


Lt.-Col. (Bt. Col.) F. Eassie, c.m.c., D.8.0., to be Col. 
(Oc. 11, 1917). 

Maj. T. W. Rudd to be Lt.-Col. (Oct. 11, 1917). 

Temp Capt. C. O. A. Anderton relinquishes his commn. 
on acct. of ill-health, and is granted the hon. rank of 
Capt. (Mar. 29). 

Temp. Lt. to be temp. Capt. :—J. Ker (Mar. 15). 
TERRITORIAL Force, ARMY VETERINARY CORPs. 

April 2. 

Capt. (actg. Maj.) W. K. Barron relinquishes the acting 
a ‘ Maj. on ceasing to be empld. as D.A.D.V.S. 
(Feb. 6). 





The following casualty is reported :—- 
WounpED—Capt. W. Hay, A.v.c. 





Major R. J. Stordy, p.s.o., a.v.c., Chief Vety. Officer 
to the British E. Africa Protectorate, has been wounded 





in the Great Battle. 
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War Office, March 26. 
The King has been pleased to confer the following 
rewards for gallantry and distinguished service in the 
Field :— 
Tae Mriuirary Cross. 


* 7 7 * 
Lieut. G. R. Thatcher, R.G.A., Spec. Res. 
(See obituary.) 








SUBSCRIPTIONS TO R.C.V5S. 


The Secretary of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons begs to acknowledge the recgipt of the follow 
ing subscriptions for 1918 :— 


A. Ellison, Capt. a.v.c. £1 1 «0 
E. M, Jarvis, Capt. s.a.v.c., Mc. 10 0 0 
Previously acknowledged 649 15 0 

£660 16 0 








Anatomical Nomenclature. 


The Anatomical Society of Great Britain and Ireland, 
at a meeting on March Ist at King’s College, London, 
received and unanimously adopted a report by its Com- 
mittee on Nomenclature. It resolved, without a dissent- 
ient vote, that the following paragraph of the report 
should be circulated among the several corporations and 
other bodies interested in the progress of medical educa- 
tion: “The Committee, after coasideration of the 
matter, unanimously reports that it sees no reason for 
departing from the use of the old nomenclature as the 
recognised medium of description for employment in 
anatomical textbooks and departments, or by medical 
men in general ; on the other hand, it thinks that there 
are very good reasons to be urged against the adoption 
of any other nomenclature for this purpose.”—Brit : 
Med : Jour. 








Personal. 


At the meeting of the Council of the British Dairy 
Farmers’ Association, held Wednesday, 6th February, at 
28 Russell Square, London, W.C., S. Palgrave Page, Esq.., 
J.P., in the Chair, the Report of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee was reai, and it was suggested 
that: Capt. Sidney Villa~, Consul ing Veterinary Sur- 
geon, be made a Life Member. This was agreed to and 
the Report adopted. 





OBITUARY. 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, M.R.C.V.S., St. Kilda, Dunedin, 
New Zealand. Graduated, Edin : Oct., 1895. 

Mr. Hamilton died January 11th, 1918. 


D. H. Rart, M.R.c.v.s., Palmerston North, N. Zealand. 


é Lond : July, 1899. 
Died 26th November, 1917. 


THatcaER.—Died of wounds in France, on 1st April, 
1918, Lieut. George Robin Thatcher, m.c., R.G.a., Special 
Reserve ; member of the firm of Geo. Thatcher & Son, 
32 Essex Street, Stsand, London, Solicitors to the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


The tate ' ieut.-Col. H. M. Lenox-Conyngham. 

Lt.-Col. H. M. Lenox-ConyNncHaM, F.RB.C V.S., D.S.0., 
of the Army Veterinary Corps, died suddenly at Chester 
on March 15, aged 48, from cerebral bemorrhage. For 
some time he had suffered from the effects of strain 
during three years’ strenuous work at the front, and 
towards the middle of 1917 it became necessary for him 
to give up, first temporasily, and subsequently altogether, 
the position he held as Deputy Director of A.V. Service 
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with the 5th Army. He joined the A.V.C. in 1896, and 
served in the Somaliland Campaign, 1902-1904, with the 
late Gen. John E Gough, v.c., and was twice mentioned 
in dispatches. He also served in the Argentines, 1904-5, 
and in India for many years, where he acted at one 
time as remount officer in Calcutta. When the war 
began he was at the Curragh with the 2nd Cavalry 
Brigade under Gen. Sir Hubert Gough, and went to the 
front as A.D.V.S. with the 6th Division in Sept., 1914. 
During the war he held various appointments, and was 
twice mentioned in dispatches by Lord French, being 
selected as D.D.V.S. with the 5th Army, under Sir 
Hubert Gough, in 1916, with temporary colonel’s rank. 
In this capacity he served all through the fighting on 
the Somme and Ancre, and for his services was men- 
tioned in dispatches by Sir Douglas _— and was 
awarded the D.S.O. and hon. rank of brevet lieutenant- 
colonel. He was invalided in May, 1917, and later was 
able to return to comparatively light administrative 
duty at depots in the South of England, but he died 
almost immediately on his appointment as A.D.V.S., 
Western Command. 

Lt.-Col. H. M. Lenox-Conyngham was the youngest 
of seven sons of the late Col. Sir W. F. Lenox-Conyng- 
ham, K.c.B., and Lady Lenox-Conyngham, of Spring 
Hill, Co. Derry. He leaves a widow and a son and 
daughter. 








CASTRATION—A NOVEL DEFENCE. 


The time of year is again a a when castration 
will be in full swing. The subject is an old one, and not 
much that is new can be said about it, but I have no 
doubt before the season is finished there will be some 
question raised in connection with it. The different 
methods of operating—whether by tortion, écraseur, 
ligature, caustic clams, emasculator, may be gone into, 
and also the different forms the animal should be in 
when under operation may be eulogised upon—as to 
whether he should be done standing or cast, chloro- 
formed, or the testicles extracted whilst in full con- 
sciousness, and so on. 

The narrative which I am about to relate may not be 
without interest, more especially from a medico-legal 
aspect, and there is also a certain warning note about it 
which may be useful to our younger members. 

I have just emerged from a County Court case the 
vanquished, and I intend to give full details of the affair 
from beginning to end ; whilst I should like an opinion, 


= |or opinions, not only from you, Mr. Editor, but from 


any other members of the profession who care to take 
part in the subject. 

In May, 1916, I was asked to castrate a yearling cart 
colt belonging to a gentleman, the farm being some dis- 
tance from the private residence, where I have castrated 
a good many hackney horses for him, always success- 
fully. It was about 10 o’clock when I arrived, the sub- 
ject being a well-proportioned active colt of good size. 
Had a look below and saw both testicles hanging in 
scrotum. Chloroformed him standing, and he went 
down nicely ; had near hind leg pulled well out of the 
way and Paes, my instruments, etc., by this time 
at my hack taken close by man I had with me. Made 
“bold incision” into scrotum over testicle below, and 
with écraseur removed a healthy testicle. I then grasped 
other testicle (which I thought to be a testicle) and 
made a sweep with knife, when I found, not a testicle, 
but which, after a hurried examination, was a true der- 
moid cyst or tumour, even to a bit of tooth. I dissected 
it well round and as high up as possible, and re moved 
it. Whilst operating, said, “this ts not a testicle but a 
tumour,” so that all round could hear (bear this in 





mind). The cyst was not big—about size of a duck’s 
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egg—and there was no sign of anything further in the 
scrotum. The colt was allowed to rise, and the cyst 
was left on the grass. I made the remark, “I hope he 
will be all right,” as it is difficult in such cases to know 
if we are right or not. I was very busy at the time 
(have been doing three men’s work since beginning of 
war), so turned on my car and disappeared from the 

, giving no more thought to the case as I had a lot 
in front of me. 

Some time later, it appears (I knew nothing of this 
until Court day), the colt showed sexual inclination, and 
still later—about Christmas time—I got the information 
that there was a swelling on side of scrotum where I 
removed the dermoid cyst ; but I said we would leave 
the animal to the spring, when I could again put him 
down and see what I could do. 

Accordingly last spring (1917) I visited the farm and 

in chloroformed the colt. The swelling seemed con- 
siderable—much larger than an ordinary testicle. I 
made an incision right across and there appeared a large 
fleshy-like growth—after the style of a carcinoma—and 
firmly adherent all round to the skin. I dissected it 
from the skin and high up, gave the top (or bottom, if 
colt standing) of the tumour into a man’s hand to hold 
tumour well up and as far out of scrotum as possible, 
and applied chain of écraseur; the chain, however, un- 
fortunately snapped, and I applied an antiseptic liga- 
ture, giving one end of ligature to a man at other side of 
colt to pull tight, whilst I pulled the other end. (These 
‘two men afterwards appear ir Court). 

Two days afterwards I called, and as ligature loosened 
I again adjusted it, and in a few days the mass came 
away ; the colt made an uninterrupted recovery and is 
all right to-day, and worth up to £70. So much for the 
operations. I do not claim to be anything out of the 
way as an operator—I do my best, and am only mortal. 

e bill for first operation (£1 1s.) was paid in 1916. 

The bill for the second—under £2, and it included three 
bottles of antiseptic—was rendered at Midsummer last, 
n at end of September, and again at Christmas. 
though not paid it was not disputed. After Christ- 
mas I wrote a note to the owner of the colt (as I was 
returning a receipt for a bill he had paid, incurred at his 
private residence) pointing out that his farm bill for 
operation on colt was still unpaid. To my horror, I had 
an answer much to the effect that the operation ought 
to have been a ne in the first instance, and dis- 
moe payment of second bill. I pointed out that a 

uman surgeon often operated three or four times on a 
human breast ; but it was of no avail. He was not going 
to pay the bill. I felt at first rather broken about it, 
but that gave way to indignation. To think that I 
would journey about three miles out with motor spirit at 
nearly 4/- a gallon, chloroform dear, man to help (my 
own right hand man is in the army) operate, visit again, 
supply antiseptics, etc., was too horrible to contemplate; 
so I gave him one week to think about it—otherwise 
proceedings would be taken. It was not paid; and my 
client was served with a summons, and I had notice 
that it was to be defended. The Court was held last 
Wednesday. 

‘The greatest bombshell of all was about to drop. 
Before the case I could not for the life of me see where 
there was a detence. A local solicitor of repute—my 
own solicitor—appeared for me, whilst another local 
firm represented the defendant, backed up by a London 

ister. It was under his cross-examination that the 
greatest revelation of my life appeared. The defence 
was—putting it shortly—that there never was a tumour, 
and that in the first instance there was an ordinary tes- 
ticle which I failed to remove ; giving as their reason 

the animal showed sexual desire after my first 
Operation. is, of course, I admit wants clearing up, 
and, later, I have an explanation—which might be right 
or wrong). I never saw the tumour after second liga- 








ture, but it was given in evidence that what dropped off 
was a testicle. (The mass, after the ligature had been 
on for a week, would be in such a state that it would 
even take a professional man to make much of it). The 
very two men (I believe) who held the tumour and liga- 
ture for second operation swore sol2mnly in the witness 
box that the mass which dropped off was a testicle fit 
would weigh 2 or 3lb. when first ligatured). After the 
revelation of the defence I am afraid I was not a good 
witness, and did no good to the case simply because I 
was dazed. 

Mr. Charles Roberts, the eminent veterinary surgeon, 
of Tunbridge Wells—the worthy son of a worthy father 
-—gave a very lucid exposition in the box of his opinion 
of the case. Another important professional witness 
failed me and did not turn up; but I am of opinion if 
all the Professors of the Royal College came to assist 
the result would have been the same. All the farm 
hands of the défendant swore that what came away was 
a testicle, even to the two men who held the tumour 
and ligature. If it was an ordinary testicle, why did [ 
require two to assist ? 

nother point that was made much of was that at the 
time I removed the first tumour I never mentioned the 
fact to any person at the farm, although the defendant’s 
coachman says I told him on my return, passing 
the owner’s private residence. And here [ would ob- 
serve and warn others to be explicit over such things. 
I remarked when I exposed first tumour that it was not 
a testicle but a tumour in the hearing of all, as I thought, 
but when the colt got up I am afraid I did not go into 
it again, being in a hurry. My man who held my instru- 
ments heard it, and saw tumour, as I have seen him 
since court case—he is not with me now. I would have 
had him in court, but it never dawned on me that the 
fact of tumours was in dispute. This man would have 
made all the difference to the case. 

In court I was asked if [examined scrotum of colt 
before operation, as if a veterinary surgeon would throw 
a colt before either looking (some colts won’t allow your 
hands on scrotum) or feelingif testicles are down. It is 
beside the question. A lot was made of it. 

Another point that was raised _was why I destroyed a 
certain letter from defendant. The fact is, when we be- 
gan to write I had no idea of a court case, and the letter 
must have gone into the waste paper basket, but with 
no other intent than to clear my desk. There were six 
letters, I think, and by mere chance; two happened to be 
kept—but only by chance, so that there was nothing at 
all in a letter disappearing. 

Now as to the fact that colt showed sexual desire after 
first operation. And here it is as well to keep in mind 
that a testicle was found after mass dropped off after 
ligature—I did not see testicle, as I was not there when 
this happened, but let us assume that atesticle was 
there—at any rate defendant’s farm hands say so. We 
all know that it often happens that a yearling colt has 
one testicle in scrotum and another not come down, i.e., 
in inguinal canal or abdomen, an4 not seen. My advice in 
such cases is to take the fully-develo sed testicle away— 
immature testicle in abdomen then takes on the func- 
tions of two, develops, and in six months or a year it is 
found in scrotum and it can then be removed. Inthe 
first instance if fully-developed tes icle is not taken 
away the chances are the immature one will remain in 
abdomen and cause a lot of bother. 

My assumption is, in regard to colt in question (and 
here we must keep an eye on freaks of nature), that 
when I first operated, in addition to tumour in scrotum 
there was an immature testicle also in canal or abdomen, 
and of course not seen. That when I removed the full 
developed testicle the immature one began to flouris 
and grow, and came down later on into scrotum. At the 
same time tumour was again growing, and enveloped 
testicle, and that on my second operation I removed the 
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lot—testicle and tumour—if anyone can elucidate this 
matter further I should be pleased. The only thing I 
saw, however, was the tumour, and after thirty ~— at 
the game I don’t think anyone will dispute I would easily 
eras testicle from a tumour ! 

e judge found that in the first instance there was 
no tumour, but a testicle, which I did notremove. Just 
imagine a veterinary surgeon removing one testicle— 
opening the scrotum .or the second and leaving a testicle 
fully developed inside! The judge did not give any 
reason or reasons why I left it in scrotum,whether it was 
from pure “cussedness” or just to have a game. Of 
course, as professional men the mere thought of doing 
such a thing is rubbish, and not to be entertained for a 
moment. I was negligent, that was the sum total. What 
humbug ! 

I have been operating on all sorts of animals for just 
on thirty years, I have never lost a colt, and have had 
very few eventualities. Once when I was operating, the 
intestines came into view—the colt was sleeping—I 
washed them with a weak carbolic solution, returned 
them, sewed up scrotum, and colt never looked behind 
him. There weretwoorthree other minor things happened 
not worth mentioning, but I never lost acolt. Yet, 
after thirty years I am told I don’t know the difference 
betwixt a testicle and a tumour; or worse, that I am 
lying and negligent ! 

What struck me on court day as very odd was the 
attention given to the evidence of some farm hands, 
whilst professional evidence was brushed aside ; and in 
consideration of the great talk and advance of education 
it seems remarkable—a certain witness, asked if he ever 
studied anatomy, had never heard of the word ; yet you 
could see his evidence was swallowed whole. 


It so happens that the above event will make no more 
difference to my practice than a pin prick, but what 
would be the consequences to a beginner !—It might end 
his career in a particular district. 

Now I come to the most serious part of the story. 
You would have thought it would be impossible for the 
defendant to get a veterinary surgeon to help him in 
such a case ; but he did. My neighbour did not go into 
the witness box, but he sat all the time beside the 
barrister, coaching and otherwise doing his best to knock 
down a professional brother, damaging his reputation, 
and preventing the payment of a legitimate fee; although 
a week ortwo before the trial he expressed the opinion 
that the defendant had a weak case. Would one doctor 
go against another in the recovery of adebt? I trow not. 
Vis unita fortior! What ananomaly. Is such conduct 
disgraceful in a professional sense? I should like your 
opinion on this, Mr. Editor, as well as that of ary other 
person or persons who cares to give it; and if it is, I 
will proceed. Differences of opinion there will be ; but 
in the recovery of a professional debt, never. 

NowlIam at the parting of the ways, and itisa 
question in my mind if ever again I shall puta knife 
into a colt. almost think that if a purchaser comes 
along for my rollicking practice—it includes the Prime 
Minister of England, and the next Lord Mayor of 
London, both of whom have residences near Reigate—I 
would eschew the veterinary profession for ever. 

In conclusion, what I have related, (with the excep- 
tion of assumptions, which may be correct or not ; since 
medicine is an inexact science.) is the truth, the whole 
truth, and nothing but the truth,-—Yours, etc. 





The Gables, Cuas. A. Squarr. 
Reigate, 23rd March. 








DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1914, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 












































Foot- aD 
Anthrax | and-Mouth | Glanders.t | *yresitie, Swine Fever, 
|) ae any. 
: Onut- | Ani- Out- | Ani- ; | Sheep 
Period. ed mals.} Out- | Ani- foreaks| mals. /,O%% | Ati | Soab.| Out- | Slaugh- 
| breaks! mals. , breaks | tered. * 
Aig Bal Pi whe Ant: eae (a) () () (b) (a) 
Gr. BRITAIN. 
Week ended March 30 es eee | | 1 1 97 | 179 7 15 6 
1917... ] 13 | 18 1! a} 64] wi} aw} 45 16 
ae 1916... | 14 | 18 | | 1, 2] 48| 115] 1] 105 | 316 
SS -. 3 Pia Fe MPA | 4] 68 | 286 
Total for 13 weeks, 1918 one -- | 86 $9 10 | 30 | 1862 | 3614] 201 195 76 
1917... | 180 _| 211 8| 18] 1021 | 2159! 322] 552 196 
SS 1916 =». | 168 | 201 1 | 24 19 58] 1001 | 2474] 149] 1078 | 3376 
ete Sa 1915 —... | 208 | 228 7; U 134] 247 | 3968 




















t The Parasitic Mange Order of 1911 was suspended from 6th August, 1914, to 19th March, 1915, inclusive 


a) Confirmed. (b) Reported by Loca! Authorities 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 2, 1918 


¢ Courties affected, animals attacked :— Hertford 1. 


Excluding outbreaks in army horses. 


















































aoe ' a RET | | Age SaaS: Outbreaks 

IRELAND. Week ended Mar. 23 | | | bee | ai See 3 2 1 2 

Ee . ‘ese ae ae matt 2 9 6 34 

Corresponding Week in { 1916 ... ons ea a 4 4 4 63 
We 1915... Po VY | tb oe ee Fee Ae er 

Total for 12 weeks, 1918 oe 1 1 44 133 5 24 
1917... 2 2 1 1 18 154 55 344 

Corresponding period in { 1916 ... 1 5 : 22 165 53 264 

1915 ... 1 1 ju ll 158 59 874 














Department of iculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublim, March 25, 1918. 
Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As diseased 
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